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Letter to the Editor 
The paper “Integer Points of y* =x3 -4x + 1,” by S. P. Mohanty 
(Journal of Number Theory 30 (1988), 8693), contains a flaw in the 
reasoning which occurs more than once. It is typified by the following. 
Equation (36) reads 
120*-4uv-u*= 
(26 1)(2t? + 1) 
U2 
and the conclusion is that “since 2u2- 1 and 2u2 + 1 are two consecutive 
odd integers, u* divides one of them but not both.” 
That this is false can be seen by considering, say, u = 21, u = 142 where 
u2 divides (2u*- 1)(2u2+ l), but u2 divides neither 2u2- 1 nor 2u2+ 1. 
I cannot see how to correct this error. 
It is worth noting that N. T. Zanakis and B. M. M. de Weger, in an 
article to appear in Journal of Number Theory (“On the Practical Solution 
of the Thue Equation”), use their general Baker-type methods to find, as 
an example, all integer points on y2 = x3 - 4x + 1. 
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